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I ~ . ~ .  Eggenberger. Chairman 
DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILIrI'IES 

SAFETY BOARD John E. Mansfield. Vice (?mirman 
Joseph F. Bader' 
Larry \Y. Brown 625 lndinrln Avcsus,  N W Suilc 700 w ~ s l ~ i ~ ~ g r o ~ ~ ,  D.C. 20004-29) 1 

(202) 69-4 -7000 
Peter S .  W i ~ ~ n k u r  

July 8, 2008 

The I Ionorable Thornas P. D' Agostino 
Administrator 
National Nuclcar Security Adniinistration 
U.S. Depa-tmcnl of Energy 
1000 Independence Avenuc, S W 
Washington, DC 20585-0701 

Dear Mr. D' Agostino: 

'l'hc Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (Board) periodically revicws the adcquacy 
of the contractor training and qudificat~on program at the Pantcx Plant, operatcd by the National 
Nuclear Security Adlllillistratioll (NNSA). The Board's staff recently conducted a review of t h ~ s  
program and found that it meets the requirements of Ucpartment of Lncrgy Order 5480.20A, 
Personnel Selcclion, Qualrjicalion, and 2i.nin1ng require men^.^ for 1)OE Nuclear hacilrrles. l'hc 
eucloscd report prcsents details oftlie stnf17s rcvlew and outlines areas for improvement for the 
program. 

Thc rcports accompanying the Board's letters of April 4, 2003, and hllarch 27, 2006, 
raiscd issues c o n c e ~ u i ~ g  the m a i n t e ~ ~ ~ n c e  iind fidelity ol'the mock-up ~mits used for nuclear 
weapon training. At that timc, Lhe Board's staff fou~ld that some wcapon miner unlts were no 
longer adcquate for training and tesling of personnel. 'l'llc rccent review by [he Board's staff at 
the Pantex Plant revcaled that NNSA and tlle conlractor Ilavc invested fi~nds and effort in 
upgrading a number of weapon trainer imits to support currcnt and upcoming weapon training 
activities. liowever, thcre is no formal preventive maintenance program for the mits. 'lhcre is 
also no formal program within NNSA to direct and coordinate h d i n g  and proctlren~ent of long- 
lead-ti me parts lion1 othcr NNSA sitcs and the dcsign agencies to ensure continued operation of 
thc trainer units. Unless such formal processes arc established and lunded, thc fidelity issucs 
associated with these wcapon trainer unils that havc persisted for the past 15 y e a s  will resurface. 

In addition, the Board's staff tlotcs that weapon design courscs Lri~ight by thc design 
agencies, which have bee11 discontinued in rccent years, were o f  signific'mt value to the Pantes 
staff. 
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Thcrcfore, pursuant to 42 1 J.S.C. $2286b(d), the Board requests a report within 60 days 
of receipt of this letter regarding the measures neccssary at both the site and NNSA to address 
the long-term fidclity of71he weapon trainer units at the Pantex Plant. 

Sincerely, 

c: '[he Honorable Willianl C. Ostcndorff 
'rhc Honorable Kobert 1,. Slnolen 
Mr. Steven C. Erhart 
Mr. Mark R. Whitakor, Jr. 
Mr. Robert J. McMorland 

Enclosure 

https://www.hss.energy.gov/deprep/2008/AttachedFile/FB08L08A_att.pdf

